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HAVE YOU HEARD THE LONDON GAY MEN’S CHORUS PERFORM SOUND!

Friday 24th June 2011, Union Chapel, 7.30pm

Saturday 25th June 2011, Union Chapel, 3.30pm and 7.30pm

A pioneering concert that will take you on an aural adventure, exploring the world of vocal sound across a rousing range of repertoire.

Europe’s largest and best known gay choir, The London Gay Men’s Chorus, will perform their new summer show Sound, at The Union Chapel, a unique and iconic music venue. 

This is the LGMC’s most ambitious concert to date with a hugely demanding and varied repertoire.  Music in the concert will range from Verdi’s shattering ‘Dies Irae’ to the present day with Björk's hip-hop-influenced ‘Triumph of a Heart’ and the Hindi hit ‘Chaiyya Chaiyya/Jai Ho’. 

It’s going to be an extraordinary musical journey through a broad spectrum of international vocal and choral genres from classical, jazz, pop, world, gospel, folk and more.  

Featuring their trademark mix of fabulous pop hits and stunning classical pieces, the LGMC’s flagship summer show focuses on the development of music’s fundamental component - SOUND.
The music chosen for SOUND reflects the show’s ambition that - within the context of a 2 hour concert – as many features of sound could not only be explored, but also show how it manifests itself within the genre of the male voice choir.

Simon Sharp, Musical Director, said, “Considering sound – from a vocal perspective – it is important to embrace its many incarnations. We not only have music that demonstrates many facets of the human voice in the absence of words, but also music that uses the linguistic variety of several cultures, each specifically chosen for their individuality, nuance and the way language and text is set to music. Hindi and Bulgarian are two prime examples which stand alongside perhaps more familiar territory such as Latin and Spanish.”

Expect a memorable venture through an eclectic soundtrack ranging from the traditional, the classical, to the plain fun! Whether you want to wallow in the innocent sweetness of John Tavener's mesmerising choral works ‘The Lamb’ and ‘The Tyger’, celebrate with songs such as Paul Simon’s collaboration with South African Zulu male choral group Ladysmith Black Mambazo, ‘Homeless’, or be entertained by choices of material such as English singer-songwriter Kirsty MacColl’s world music-inspired ’In These Shoes’, this diverse concert will transport you across wide-ranging soundscapes.
Furthermore, we have maintained our identity as a gay organisation by featuring works by Francis Jean Marcel Poulenc (1899 - 1963), considered to be one of the first openly gay composers, and the contemporary gay Canadian American singer-songwriter Rufus Wainwright’s beautiful tribute to the late singer Jeff Buckley, ‘Memphis Skyline’.

The London Gay Men’s Chorus flagship summer performance will take place at the iconic Union Chapel. Not only is this a renowned music venue with impressive alumni of performers synonymous with it, but also it boasts a fantastic acoustic and octagonal shape that is perfect for our SOUND concert. The space has vast potential for a very intimate and memorable performance, utilising its impressive dome, gallery and central stage. We will be the largest choir ever to perform at Union Chapel to an audience of 850 per night.

With around 190 singing members, The London Gay Men’s Chorus is Europe’s largest and best known gay choir.  Founded almost 20 years ago, the chorus has performed with stars including Sir Elton John, The Human League, k.d lang, Sandi Toksvig and Mark Ronson and played venues as varied as The Royal Albert Hall, Sydney Opera House, Washington’s Kennedy Centre and The Queen Elizabeth Hall.

Tickets are now on sale for the concert via the London Gay Men’s Chorus website www.lgmc.org.uk
Price: £20

Friday 24th June 2011, 7.30pm

Saturday 25th June 2011, 3.30pm and 7.30pm 

Listings Information:

LONDON GAY MEN’S CHORUS PRESENTS:

SOUND

An Aural Adventure

Friday 24th June 2011, Union Chapel, 7.30pm
Saturday 25th June 2011, Union Chapel, 3.30pm and 7.30pm, 
Tickets at £20

For more information and to book go to: www.lgmc.org.uk
Notes to Editors:

PROGRAMME

A Parting Glass



IRISH




17th Century

Song of the Volga Boatmen

RUSSIAN



1866

Dies Irae (Verdi Requiem)

LATIN




1874

Wade in the Water


AFRICAN AMERICAN SPIRITUAL

1901

Timor et Tremor 


FRENCH



1939

Carousel      



FRENCH



1959

Good Vibrations 


AMERICAN



1966

The Lamb



ENGLISH



1982

Homeless



AFRICAN



1986

The Tyger



ENGLISH



1987

Let the River Run


AMERICAN



1988

Chaiyya Chaiyya/Jai Ho 


HINDI




1998/2008

In These Shoes 



SPANISH



2000

Memphis Skyline


CANADIAN 



2004

Rain, Rain, Beautiful Rain 

AFRICAN



2004
Triumph of the Heart


HIP HOP



2005

One Day Like This


BRITISH




2008

About Union Chapel

Union Chapel is a Grade II* listed building, just south of Highbury Corner in Compton Terrace, on the east side of Upper Street. It is one of Islington's most important buildings. 

The present building is a magnificent example of Victorian gothic architecture and displays many features which were at the cutting edge of technological advance in their day. It is also notable for its adventurous auditorium design on an octagonal ground plan, in accordance with its architect's ideas set out in his book Church Design for Congregations. It is a major London landmark. It was designed by James Cubitt and completed in 1877.

Union Chapel is today a working church and an award winning venue
www.unionchapel.org.uk
About the London Gay Men’s Chorus

Founded in 1991 by a group of six gay men, the London Gay Men’s Chorus is now, with around 190 singing members and over 230 members in total, Europe’s largest and best known gay choir.

We perform a wide variety of music to a high degree of musical excellence. Often we find ourselves touching people and challenging lives through our art. By performing as an identifiably gay group, we challenge preconceptions – both musical and social – and demonstrate that diverse and confident minorities can contribute to the enrichment of society as a whole …

Oh, and its great fun too !

www.lgmc.org.uk
About Simon Sharp

Simon Sharp is a Musical Director specialising in contemporary musical theatre and vocal and choral music. His work includes composing, arranging, conducting and performing with numerous renowned companies and collaborations with exciting writers and artists. Alongside his resident positions with The London Gay Men’s Chorus, Arts Educational Schools and The Baha’i Arts Academy, Simon is in demand as a versatile and dynamic teacher and musician.
Simon has recently completed work with composer Jimmy Roberts and lyricist Joe Di Pietro on new orchestrations for ‘The Thing About Men’ that he also produced for its UK premiere. He has also recently worked with Stephen Schwartz on musical arrangements for the new revue show ‘Schwartz Stories’.

Simon Sharp is available for interview

IMAGES

A range of copyright free images are available for press at Picassa.

https://picasaweb.google.com/118074264162329024265/SOUND?authkey=Gv1sRgCJXY9troz5yjLQ#
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